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HE publiſher 2 the following converſation, bettueen Truth and 

An enquirer after truth, makes no apology. for communicating it to 
the World. He is pleaſed with having it in his power to favor them 
with ſuch intereſting remarks, upon ſubjefts, on which the Chriſtian 
World is much divided; and he would be more happy, ſhould the peruſal 
of them produce the ſame effects upon the minds of any, as Inveſt gator 
experiented at the time the converſation took place, 

It is well to be eſtabliſhed in the truth, in order to be able to defend 
it.—The zeal of Young converts, frequently leads them to embrace, 
and ſubmit to theſe things, . which when their Judgments are more 
matured in divine knowledge, they ſee the error of, and are ſorry for; 
and which ſome have had wifglom and hiumility ſufficient to renounce; 
and embrace others tubich ave more agreenble to th word, and will of 
God : this ſhould be 3 8 

It is well alſo, for perſons profeſſing Religion (eſpecially ſuch who 
are but juſt ſet 2 for God 1 not only to read, — alſo . — 
Learn —and Digeſt the word of God, and mt to embnace any ſenti- 
nunt, be it what it ma till they are thoroughly ſatisfied. it has: mat 
for its foundation. | „ 

Mo perſon ought to be cenſured for making uſe of lawful means to 
make 3 68 to his profeſſion ; but it cannot be right to endeavor to 
. enforce obellience to. any made, or doctrine. Let the judgment of the 
perſon be well informed, and the authority upon which that mode or 
deftrine is founded, appear clear, and ſatisfattory to him; and he will ' 
voluntarily ſubmit to that which appears to be his duty, 

The privileges of God's Church art to be held ſarred, and ad yu 
Frus and defend them, is the duty. of every perſon who is concerned for 
the. bonor of Cod, and the happinej of his peaple, Theſe are the mo- 
tives which. the publiſher humbly hopes induced him to ſend this ta the 
preſs.” And theugh- the matter has been frequently, and ably contro- 
utrted,.yet he hopes that the brevity, ſamplicity, and cheapneſs of the 
piece, will recommend it to every N 
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CONFERENCE. 


N VITED by the ſerenity: of a Summer's Morning, I went 
forth to taſte the fragrance of the air. The cheerful Birds 
were warbling their ſongs of praiſe. "Fhe painted flowers emitted 
their charming odours ; and all Nature ſeemed to ſummon MA 
to the adoration of his great Creator. N 
While indulging in ſentiments of a devotional turn, naturally 
ſuggeſted to a ſerious mind, by ſuch a ſcene; two perſons (then 
unknown to me, but whoſe names I afterwards learned) accoſted 
each other, and engaged in a friendly and intereſting converſation, 
which (unperceived by them) I had the pleaſure of hearing, and 
which in ſubſtance was as follows. | 


Veritas, Good morning to you Inveſtigator. 
Inveſtigator. The ſame to you neighbour Veritas, it is a de- 
lightful morning. 1 

JV. Quite fo, and I am glad you prefer its ſalutary delights, to 
the irrational, and unhealthy indulgence of mid-day lumber. 

J. Were the thoughts of many impreſſed as mine are, with the 
painful remembrance of former unimproved days and years, toge- 
ther with the ſolemnities of an eternal ſtate, they would willingly 
forſake their beds to ſalute each morning as bleſſed, which preſerves - 
them from that awful place, where reſt is an eternal ſtranger. 
V. Your remark is both wiſe and virtuous; I preſume it is the 
reſult of ſome late ſerious impreſſions you have received, concern- 
ing your eternal ſtate. 


L. Late indeed | had I died fix months ago, I ſhould now have 
been miſerable beyond deſcription. 


A 2 J. Better 
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V. Better late than never. If mercy has ſhone in your late 
converſion, I wiſh it may alſo diſcover the total pardon of ſin, to 
the future uninterrupted peace of your mind. 

I. I thank you for your concern for my ſoul's peace and happi- 


neſs, and as my mind is at preſent embarraſſed with a particular 


difficulty, from the converſation of a friend I late diſcourſed with, 
you will allow me to ſtate it for your friendly advice. 

V. May I be fo free as to enquire who, and what he is ? 

J. It is a Chriſtian friend of mine, who calls himſelf a Bapri/t - 


he has lately ſought my acquaintance, to which I was not averſe, 


but he has at different interviews repeatedly urged me to be baptized, 

V. And pray what reply have you made? 

J. I anſwered, that I was baptized in my Infancy, 

J. Very right. And what then? 

7. He informs me that Infants have no right to the ordinance of 

Baptiſm ; that their admiſſion to it is founded upon mere human 
tradition, and no where commanded in God's word: On the 
other hand that Believers are the only proper ſubjects thereof, and 
that plunging, or dipping is the only ſcriptural way of adminiſtering 
this ordinance. ME | 
. So faying, and fo proving would be well. But what did he 
advance in ſupport of theſe aſſertions? 
I. Much; part of which appeared fo plauſible, that it has d, 
treſſed me greatly, but not altogether convinced me. Yet being 
young in knowledge, and liable to err, I was willing to ſuſpend 
my judgment, until I had an opportunity of adviſing with perſons 
of greater iſdom and experience, and I am not a little pleaſed that 
Ehave met with you. | $055 


If I can be the means of fixing your Jud ment in this mat- 


ter, and thereby afford your mind relief, I ſhall be equally pleaſed 
with our preſent interview, and you may unreſervedly command 
my abilities: and depend upon faithful advice. 
I. I gladly accept your kind offer, and deſire to be open to 
conviction. | | | 
J. The perſon you have met with, I perceive is, as you obſerve, 
one of that body of people called Bapri/ts ; many of whom, are 
ſerious, uſeful, and reſpectable; and with whom I wiſh to live upon 
the ſtricteſt terms of amity, but on ſome ſubjects I cannot but differ 
from them; eſpecially as to the Chriſtian ſacrament of Baptiſm z 


concerning which (in my opinion), they have gone out of the 


right way. I recommend it to you to hear their converſation 
upon tais ſubject with watchfulneſs and care, as they are generally 
7 , 4? X | ſuch 
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ſuch young converts as you, that they attempt to perſuade to ſubmit 
to their ſentiments. | 5 
I. I thank you for your caution, and will endeavour to obſerve it. 
V. I apprehend that you know there are two Chriſtian ſacra- 
ments, Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord. A ſacrament is an 
outward, and viſible ſign of an inward and ſpiritual grace. Thus 
is Baptiſm, an ordinance of divine inſtitution, a rite of initiating 
members into God's viſible Church, and is commanded to be ad- 
miniſtered to the end of the world; for being a token of the 
evangelical Covenant, it ought as properly to be continued during 
the ſobſültence of that Covenant, as Circumciſion when adopted 


by Moſes, and interwoven into his diſpenſation, was continued till 


that ritual was ſuperſeded by the Goſpel, which declared that 
Jeſus nailed the ceremonies of that law to his Croſs. | 
I. Well, Sir, but I with to be informed who are the proper 
Subjects of Baptiſm. . | 4 * 1 
J. That information I ſhall proceed to give you. The Sub- 
jects to whom this ordinance is to be e are, Fit, 
ApuLT PERSONS, upon a profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, who have 
not been baptized in a ſtate cf Infancy : and Secondly, Punx 
CHILDREN of ſuch believing parents. | Merl 
J. I remember my friend admitted the f, but denied the ſecond. 
J. What God hath joined together, let no Man put aſunder. 
J. True, Sir, but pleaſe to proceed in your explanation. 
V. Thoſe to whom the Apoſtles preached, were in general fuch 
who denied that Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, and others were 
Heathens, and Infidels. Therefore our Lord gave the Diſciples 
a commiſſion to t-ach, diſciple, or priſelyte ſuch to the Chriſtian 
faith, upon their embracing of which, they were to be received 
into the Chriſtian Church, by having the initiating ſign or ſeal of 
Baptiſm adminiſtered unto them. Matt. xxviii. 19. © Go ye there- 
fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” - If an Hea- 
then, or Infidel, the commiſſion is, firſt teach, then baptize ; but 
if a Chriſtian, firſt Baptize, then teach. This was the practice of 
the Jewiſh Church, when proſelytes were admitted. If Adult, 
they were fir/t taught, then circumciſed; but their Children were 
alſo circumciſed with them, and — taught. Thus it is 


under the Goſpel diſpenſation. The Infant 47 of ſuch who be- 


lieve, and have had the ſeal of Baptiſm applied to them, have an 
equal right to the fame ſeal which their parents have been favored 
with, And that * may not be contracted, or con- 


* fined, 


Lis 
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Sneds God has declared that upon a confeſſion of faith im one of 
the nts, their offspring receive a fœderal right to the ſeal of 
the Covenant. 1 Cor. vii. 14. (For the unbelieving Huſband is 
ſanctified by the Wife, and the unbelieving Wiſe is ſanctified by 
the Huſband, elſe were your children unclean, but now are they 


© Holy.” And Rom. xi. 16. “ For if the fit fruit be holy, the 


is alſo holy; and if the Noot be holy, Ie * 
J. What is this Covenant which you ſpeak of? 5 | 
J. You will find it particularly explained in Gen. xvii./ 1. to 
the 8th verſe, in ver. 7. it runs thus. And I will eſtabliſſi my 
* Covenant between me and thee, and thy ſeed after thee, in 
their generations for an everlaſting Covenant ; nnn unte 
* thee, and te thy ſeed after thee.” 

J. Is this a covenant of Herts or of Grace? DE 

V. Net of works but of Grace; for God never was, nor ever ow 
be a God to any Man ſince the fn in ri, N this phraſe, 
through Ghrift, and in a covenant of as a pr a cls 


matter, we are expreſsly told, that —— the appointed ſign 


or ſeal of this Covenant, was a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, ſee 
Rom. iy. 9. to the 14. Nothing can be more oppoſite than the 
righteouſneſs of faith, and works. The Apoſtle mentions this as 


the expreſs tenor of the Covenant of Grace. Heb. viii. 10. © For 
- © this is the Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael 


t“ after thoſe days faith the Lord, I will put my NA into their 
* mind, and write them in their hearts, and 7 util te. 4 God 2 
« them, and they ſhall be my people.” Again Rev. xxi. 7. e 


& that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be is God 
* & and he ſhall be my Son.” Again Gal. iii. 16: 29. And to 


4 Abraham and his ſeed were the promiſes made, he faith not unto 


. ſeeils as of many, but as of one, and to thy ſeed which is Chriſt. 


And this I ſay that the Covenant which was confirmed before of 


God in Chriſt, the law which was four Hundred and thirty 
4 Vears after cannot diſannul that it ſhould make the promiſe of 
none effect. For if the inheritance be of the læio it is no more 


of promiſe, but God gave it to Abraham by promiſe,” &. From 
the very nature of the oma it plainly appears to be 2 Cove- 
. Grace, and it is declared to be immutable, and Everlaſting. 

pry But I wiſh to hear a little more of the ſeal of this Covenant, 


ad what intereſt Children have therein. 


V. You perceive” chat God has taken ebildbes into Covenant 
with "kiraſelf rogdtharowinh their parents, and promiſed to be their 
1 As ſuch, — the ww of Circumciſion to be ad- 
miniſtered, 
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miniſtered, as the appointed means of admiffion, which we find 
fully expreſſed Gen. xvii. 10. 14. God there declares, that he will 
have that Soul cut oft from his people, upon whom the ſeal is not 
found. The Lord having thus taken Children into Covenant, 
ealls them hr Children, and claims them as his ſpecial property. 
Deu. xxix. 10, 15. where he is renewing the Covenant with them 
and fays, “ Ye ſtand this day all of you before the Lord your God; 


. your Captains of your tribes, your Elders, 3 Officers, 
4 with all the Men of Ifrael, your little ones, your 
Stranger that is in thy Camp, from the Hewer of thy wood, to 


ives, and thy 


the drawer of thy Water: that thou ſnouldſt enter into Cove- 
« nant with the Lord thy God, and into his Oath, which the Lord 


thy God maketh with thee this day, that he may eſtabliſh thee 


to- day for a people unto himfelf, and that he may be unto'thee 
* 2 God, as he hath ſaid unts thee, and as he hath ſworn unto th 
Fathers, to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob,” &c. A 
when the Jews had fo far departed from the purity of divine Wor- 
ſhip, as to bow down to Idols and facrifice their Children to them, 
God denounces a woe againſt them for this conduct, fee Ezl. xvi. 


20. © Thou haft taken thy Sons and thy Daughters whom than 


« haft borne unto me, and theſe thou haſt facrificed unto them to 


4 be devoured, is this of thy whoredoms a ſmall matter. And 


in the following verſe God (alluding to the Covenant made with 
them) ſays, © Thou haſt lain ny Children, and delivered them to 
« paſs through the fire for them.” Thus then it appears, that 
God having taken Children into Covenant with himſelf, together 
with their parents, claims a peculiar property in them, and calls 
them his Children. N bag 
I. Has God no where commanded them to be excluded from 
this Covenant ? | : IEA 
V. No. There is not the leaſt trace of fuch an act in the word 
of God, he has no where deprived Children of this bleſſing. 


J. By what authority then, do any perſons refuſe Infants that 
| privilege, which God had granted them, and never deprived 


em of. 


V. By no authority but their own, in direct violation of ſcrips 


ture, and the conſtant uſage of the Church, The Apoſtle in 


Heb: x. 1. ſays, „That the Law was a ſhadow of good things to 
« come ;” and Baptiſm is that good thing which has taken pla 

of Circumciſion, as being a more mild and extenſive ſeal, as wel 
as more conſonant with the Goſpel diſpenſation. - If Baptiſm is 


not that good thing which ſucceeds Circumciſion, I do not know 


A 4 what 
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what is; and if no good thing has taken place of circumciſion, 
then the Church of God is deprived of a great privilege, and the 
Apoſtles words are not true; for if Children are not capable of 
being admitted into God's viſible Church; ew, as well as under 
the Law, then the privileges under the law were greater than 
thoſe under the Goſpel, which I hope none will be daring enough 
to aſſert. That truly eminent Divine, Dr. Owen, ſpeaks much 
to the purpoſe, when he ſays, © That a privilege once granted b 
„ God to any, cannot be changed, diſannulled, or Ted 
without, Firſt, An eſpecial divine revocation of it; and ſecondly, 
2 LL, ſubſtitution of a greater mercy, and privilege in the room 
it. 1 

IJ. But my Baptiſt friend objected to the baptizing of Infants 
becauſe the e is no poſitive and expreſs command for it. 
J. Were we to refuſe adminiſtering this ordinance in the room 
of circumciſion, becauſe there is no poſitive and expreſs command 
for it, by the ſame rule we muſt omit to do many things we now 
practice, for inſtance, There is no command for admitting 1/omen 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, as none but Men were preſent 
at its firſt inſtitution. Nor is there any command for keeping the 
firft day of the week, inſtead of the ſeventh, as the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, and yet, this change has taken place, and the firſt day is 
obſerved as the Chriſtian Sabbath almoſt univerſally in every 
Chriſtian Country, even by our Bapti/? friends, who have no bet- 
ter authority for the practice of one than the other, and who with 
equal propriety might object againſt the things before mentioned 
as againſt Baptiſm being adminiſtered in the room of Circumciſion ; 
but as they do not againſt all founded upon the fame authority, why 
againſt one in particular? Since it is plain and evident that bap- 
tiſm ſucceeds circumciſion, as a ſeal of the fame Covenant, fo it 
ought to be adminiſtered to the ſame ſubjects profeſſing believers, 
and their Infant ſeed. | 
J. Since you fay that Baptiſm ſucceeds Circumciſion, and ought 
5 be adminiſtered to the ſame ſubjects, pray Sir, inform me whe- 

er they both expreſs the ſame things? | 
J. They do. For, Fin, © They are both convictive ſigns of 
te our natural corruption, propogated by the way of natural gene- 
© ration, hence this corruption is called the uncircumciſion of the 
« Heart. Jere. ix. 26. And the removal of it, the circumciſion 
«& of the Heart. Deu. xxx. 6. 7 
© « Secondly, They both ſignify the putting off this body of fin 
in virtue of- Chriſt's death. Col. ii. II. 5 

9 8 | « Thirdly, 
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Third, They are in! tiating ſigns of the Covenant, or tokens 
« of admiſſion into the Church, and Covenant of God. Gen? 
xXvii. 9. 10. II. S ute 

« Fourthly, They are diſcriminating marks betwixt God's 
« covenanted 96, © and the Pagan and unbelieving World.” 


JI. But as my Baptiſt friend objects to the Baptiſm of /rfants 
becauſe there is no expreſs command for it, have they this founda- 
tion for their practice, the baptizing of Adult believers ? | 

J. No. There is not any poſitive command in ſcripture to 
baptize believers, much leſs believers only. 

I. Is it not faid in Mark xvi. 16.“ He that believeth and is 
“ baptized ſhall be faved ? ” | 3 

J. It is; but there is no command in that paſſage to bLaptize 
believers, It is a declaration of our bleſſed Lord's to his diſciples, 
containing the ſubſtance of what they were to preach, faith in him, 
as eſſential to Salvation, for in the cloſe of the verſe it is added 
« He that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ There bapt;/m is not 
mentioned, only faith. Therefore whether baptized in a ſtate of - 
Infancy, when adult, or not at all, if believers in Cbriſt, we ſhall 


be faved, but not otherwiſe. And though Baptiſm as being a 


Chriſtian ordinance ought to be adminiſtered to the proper ſubjects 
thereof, Believers in Chri/t and their Seed, yet it is in no reſpect 
eſſential to Salvation, but it ought not by any means to be ad- 
miniſtered to any Adult * who has been baptized in a „late f 


Infanq, for we do not read in all the Acts of the Apoſtles, though 


containing the hiſtory of about Thirty Vears, of any one perſon 
being baptized when Adult, who was born of belicuing parents. 
The commiſſion left by our bleſſed Lord with his diſciples was 
univerſally extenſive, They were to baptize all Nations, and cer- 
tainly children make a part, and a very conſiderable one too of 
every Nation. 


I. True, Sir, but do not the words run % Teach, then Bap- 
J. There is no ſtrict dependance to be paid on the order of 


words, were we uniformly to do this, we ſhould believe things to 
be very different from what we now do. For inſtance, It is ſaid 
Mark i. 4. John baptized and preached in the wilderneſs.” I 
ſuppcſe no perſon believes that he baptizc4 fit, and preached aſter- 
wards, but the reverſe ; he 5% preached :epentance, and then bap- 
tized ſuch who brought forth fruit meet for it. But if we take 
th2 words in the order in which they lay, we muſt believe that he 
krſt baptized, and then preached. Again 1 Cor. vi. 11. Such 

| A 5 ; I 
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were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanified, but 
ye are 7n/tified,” &c. I apprehend moſt Chriſtians believe that 
they are fir/t Fu/tified, and afterwards Sanctified and made meet 
for eternal Glory. ——S0 that there is no dependance to be placed 
upon the order of words. It is plain from the Goſpel, that n- 
ledge, repentance, and faith, are neceſſary to Salvation, but will 
any infer from hence, that becauſe /itt/- Children are not capable 
of theſe, therefore they cannot be ſaved. This would be a cruel 
inference, and without any foundation in the word of God. They 
are capable of Salvation though not of Faith and Repentance, and 
if they may be ſaved, without a capacity of knowing Chrift, - of 
Repenting and Believing, why may they not be baptized without 
theſe things? 2 Theſſ. iii. 10. The Apoſtte commands that if 
any would not work, neither ſhould they eat. But ſurely it is not 


to be inferred from thence, that becauſe Infants cannot work, 


therefore they muſt be flarved. Baptiſm is the ſign of Regenera- 
tion, and if our Baptiſt friends believe little Children to be capable 


of the bleſſing, as doubtleſs they do, why then do they deny them 


the outward fign ? ſuch conduct appears to me indefenſible upon 


rational principles. Abraham the father at _ and nine years 


old was firſt circumciſed, and all the Men of his Houſe with him. 
At the inſtitution of Baptiſm, Parents and Maſters of families 
being profeſſing Chriſtians were firſt baptized. After the Cir- 
cumcifion of Abraham, and the Men of his Houſe, their families 
were allo circumciſed, Thus in the Goſpel, we read of whole 


families being baptized, and the promiſe runs to their ſeed under 


the Goſpel, as it did to them under the Law : fee Acts ii. 39. 


ſpeaking of Baptiſm, the Apoſtle ſays, © For the promiſe is unto 
to you, and to your Children, and to all that are afar off, even as 


many as the Lord our God ſhall call.” 
7. But does not this imply that the promiſe was to their Chil- 
dren when called by divine Care 2 | 
V. Ng. The Apoſtle has clearly no ſuch meaning, for as one 
fays, height have ſaid this of the Children of Heathens and In- 
' fadels, A well as of the feed of owes Vt That if when they 
were grown up, they became Chriſtians, they ſhould enjoy the 
privilege of the Chriſtian Covenant. But the Apoſtle joins the 
Ohiliren tdi tbeir Parents in conſequence of their relation to tiem, 
and infers their right of admiſſion into Covenant with God, and 
as proper ſubjects of Baptiſm, as the ſeal of that Covenant. Ihe 
Apoſtle does not ſay, the promiſe is new to you and Aha be to your 
Children when gravn up; but the promiſe 75 to you and to your 
947 | Children, 
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| Children, by which he plainly expreſſes che preſent privileges of 


their Children, above thoſe of unconverted Gentiles. As though 
he had ſaid, The promiſe which encourages you to enter into this 
new Covenant by Baptiſm, is primarily to you, and your Children 


as the deſcendants of Abraham: and ſecondarily, to as many of 


the Gentiles who are yet afar off, including their Children alſo, as. 
by the miniſtry of the word the Lord our God ſhall call. The 
promiſe being made equally to them, and their Children, it naturally 
follows, that they and their Children ought to be baptized. If we 
ſuppoſe their Children excluded from Baptiſm, we make the Apoſ- | 
tles argument confuſed, and inconcluſive ; for then it would ſtand 
thus, © The promiſe is fa you, therefore be ye baptized in the name 
« of the Lord Jeſus. The promiſe is equally to your Children, yet 
let not them be baptized, for they are not proper ſubjects of Bap- 
« tiſm.” But this appears a groſs abſurdity, that their Children 


ſhould be included in the promiſe, and yet might not be admitted 


to receive the external tokens of it. This promiſe you will find 
fully explained by the Apoſtle in Acts iii. 25. © Ye are the Chil- 
« dren of the Prophets, and. of the Covenant which God made 


>| © with our Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, and in thy ſeed ſhall” 


&« all the kindreds of the Earth be bleſſed.“ Again, ſee Rom. 


xv. 8. Now I fay that Jeſus Chriſt was a Miniſter of the cir- 


« cumcition for the truth of God to confirm the promiſes made 
« unto the Fathers.” Thus you ſee that our blefled Lord came 
not to deſtroy. the Covenant made with our Father Abraham, but 
was the miniſter of it, and came to confirm it ; and no Covenant 
made with Man was ever confirmed of God in Chriſt but the 
Covenant of Grace, for of that, Jefus was the only Mediator, 
and therefore the Covenant made with Abraham, which I have 


juſt mentioned, muſt be of Grace. 


7. But, Sir, If Children are capable of being admitted to the 
ordinance of Baptiſm, does it not follow, that they are proper ſub- 


jects to be admitted to partake of the other Chriſtian Sacrament 


the Lord's ſupper ? 
V. By no means, there is a conſiderable difference in the two 
Sacraments, for in Baptiſm, a perſon is paſſive ; in the Lord's ſup- 


r he is to be ative. The former is a ſeal of regeneration, of 


which Infants are capable, and therefore the feal may be applied; 


but the other is a ſeal of nutrition, of which Infants are not capa- 
ble, and therefore it is nat to be applied unto them. So that from 
the different nature of the two Sacraments it may be concluded, 
that one belongs to Infants, the other does not. We read in 
n A 6 Scripture 
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Scripture of whole Houſeholds being baptized, and we have reaſon 
to conclude from the general ſignification of the term therein ap- 
plied, there were Children included in them. We have an ac- 
count of the Jailor's in Acts xvi. 31. 41. where it is ſaid, that 
« He was baptized believing in God, with all his Houſe.” 
; 5 ad you think that the phraſe implies that his Houſe be- 
teved ! | 
V. No, it does not mean any ſuch thing, for the word here 
uſed, is in the ſingular number, and the paſſage ſhould be ren- 
dered thus, . He rejpiced over all his Houſe he having believed in 


. 


We read alſo of the Houſehold of Lydia being baptized in the 
ſame Chapter, Verſes 13.— 15. and that upon a profeſſion of her 
faith only, for we read of no part of her Houlchold believing. 
This was the caſe with Stephanus and his Houſehold. 

I. But why do you think that there were Children in any, or 
all of theſe Houſeholds ? | 

J. From the general ſignification of the term as uſed in ſcrip- 


ture. See Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noah being warned of God 


« of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear prepared an ark to 
te the ſaving of his Houſe,” &. Both Children and parents are 
here included. Again Gen. xlv. 18. © And take your Father, and 
« your Horſeholds and come unto me, and I will give you the good 
« of the Land of Egypt, and ye ſhall eat of the fat of the Land.“ 
Now in the 19th Verſe we have the perſons particularly mentioned 
who compoſed theſe Houſeholds, Now thou art commanded this 
« do ye: take you Waggons out of the Land of Egypt for your 
&« little ones, and for your Wives, and bring your Father and 
« come.” And in Gen. xlvi. 5. we find that he did as he was 
commanded, © And Jacob roſe up from Beerſheba, and the Sons 
of Ifrae] carried Jacob their Father and their /tt/e ones, and 
« their wives, in the Waggons which Pharoah had ſent to car 

« them.” 1 Tim. iii. 4. 5. we have the term again 5 9 
« One that ruleth well his own Houſe having his Chiluren in ſub- 
« jection with all gravity.” Thus then it appears plain and evi- 
dent, that by the term Houſehold in Scripture, children are included 
as making a part thereof ; and we find that Children are frequently 
included, where they are not fully expreſſed. For inſtance, Exod. 
X:1. 30. ſpeaking of the deſtruction of the firſt born in Egypt, it 
is faid, For there was not an Houſe where there was not one 


dead, That is one Child, Again, Joſhua viii. 25. 26. © And 
<« fo it was that all that fell that day both of Alen and omen were 


« twelve 
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« twelve thouſand, even all the Men of Ai, for Joſhua drew not 
« his hand back wherew:th he ſtretched out the ſpear, until he had 
cc utterly deſtroyed all the Inhabi#ants of Ai.“ I ſuppoſe none will 
doubt that there were Children in this great and populous City. I 
could produce other ſimilar inſtances, but theſe are ſufficient to 
prove the truth of my poſition, and leave but little doubt in the 
mind of any unprejudiced perſon but there were Children in ſome, 
or all the Houſeholds ſaid to be baptized by the Apoſtles. 

I. Pray, Sir, does the baptiſin of Infants appear to have been 
the practice of the Apoſtles and primitive Church ? 
V. Undoubtedly, if any credit is to be given to the teſtimony 


of the moſt learned, añd eminent Men who lived in the firſt Ages 


of . the Chriſtian Church, whoſe veracity is not doubted even by 
our Baptiſt friends, in any other hiſtorical matter they aſſert, nor 


do I think it would be called in queſtion reſpecting that of Inſant 


baptiſm, were it not oppoſite to their favorite Sentiment ; for alas } 
in this imperfect ſtate, the beſt of Men are not without ſome fail- 
ing or other, | 

J. I much wiſh to hear ſome particulars. 

J. This I will proceed to give you, and in doing which I ſhall 
confine myſelf as much as poſſible to their own words. The firſt 
I ſhall mention, is that of | 

Treneus, who was well acquainted with Polycarp, John's diſci- 
ple, and therefore muſt know the practice of the Church in that 
day. The ancient Fathers uſed frequently to expreſs Baptiſm by 
the term Regeneration, it being the outward ſign thereof, and 


this term he uſes to expreſs it by. When Chriſt (fays he) gave 


« his diſciples the commiſſion of regenerating to God, he ſaid, 
Go teach all Nations, baptizing them, &c. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
He came (meaning Chriſt) to fave all perſons by himſelf who 
are regenerated unto God (that is baptized), both [rfants, little 
&« ones, Children, young Men, and the Aged.” Another eminent 

perſon 1s | os 
Fuſtin Martyr, who flouriſhed only forty Years after the Apoſ- 
tles, and who confirms his teſtimony, and ſpeaks of ſome who 
from Chil{ren were diſcipled to Chriſt ; and no doubt he here re- 
fers to the commiſſion before- mentioned, for we know of no other 
form of initiating into the viſible Church but that of baptizing. 
The next authority I ſhall produce is that of i, 
Origin, who lived about the year 230, and who in his comment 
upon the Epiſtle to the Romane, ſpeaking of Original Sin, fays, 
« On account of this the Church has received a tradition from 
« the 
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& the Abies to apply baptiſm to little Children.” OkIGTN was 

born about 85 years after the apoſtolic Age, and though he reſided 
chiefly at Alexandria in Egypt, yet, he was well acquainted with 
hs practice of all the Churches of any note, in every part of the 
: orld. FR | 
Tertullian was cotemporary with Origen, and corroborates his 
' teſtimony by ſimilar affertions. But another ſtriking evidence we 
*  Gyprean, who flouriſhed only 248 years after the birth of Chriſt, 
and ſays, that a queſtion was ſtarted in his day, whether Infants 
might be baptized before the eighth day (becauſe that was the day 
on which circumciſion had uſed to be adminiſtered, and therefore 
an evident proof that they conſidered Baptiſm as ſucceeding Cir- 
cumciſion). A Council of fixty-ſtx Miniſters was ſummoned to 
determine the matter, at which Cyprian prefided, who all agreed, 
that it ought not to be delayed until the eighth day, at leaſt, there 


paſſage from the ſecond canon of the Council of Carthage, which 
conſiſted of 214 Biſhops, to whom the fame queſtion was ſtated, 


« occafion' to defer Baptiſm until that time.” Cyprian was an 
eminent Martyr, and overſeer of the churches at Carthage. The 
next evidence I produce is that of | 
St. Ambroſe, who lived about 274 years from the Apoſtles, and 
who expreſsly declares, That the baptiſm of Infants was the 
practice of the Apoſtles themſelves, and of the Church until 
that time.” I ſhall not tire you with enumerating evidences of 
this fact, but cloſe with the teſtimony of that great Man of God, 
and light of the Chriſtian Church, | 

St. Auſtin, who wrote againſt Pelagius about Original Sin, in 
the year 410. Pelagius endeavors to prove that Infants are born 
free from Original Sin, which St. Auſtin denies, and inſiſts upon 
the neceſſity of baptizing them. His words are theſe, © Why are 
« Infants baptized for the remiſhon of ſin if they have none?“ 
This argument puzzled Pelagius, as he did not deny Infant bap- 


« fefs that -Infants ought to be baptiz · d for the remiſſion of ſins, 
« according to the rule of the univerſal Church, and according to 
& the doctrine of the Apoſtles,” &c. And in another place he 
fays, © Men ſlander me as it I denied baptiſm to Infants. I never 
© heard of any, not the worlt of Heretics, that could ſay ſuch a 
« thing of Infants.” 


* 


have from ä ky, 


was no neceſſity for it. And this matter is further confirmed in a 


and to which they gave the ſame Anſwer, That there was no 


tiſm, for he acknowledges it was what the Church always held, 
and when fome charged him with denying it, he ſays, We con- 


HBaptiſm. 
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I. Well, Sir, ſince you have given me ſuch evidence that the 
Baptiſm of Infants was the practice of the Church to the year 410, 
pray when was this practice firſt oppoſed ? 

That great hiſtorian all took much pains to find out whe- 
ther Infant baptiſm ever ceaſed to be the practice of the Church, 
and he tells us, that from the year 410 to the year 1150, a ſpace 
of 740 years, no Man in all that period ever pretended to deny it. 
One of the firſt perſons that oppoſed it, was Menno, born in Frieſ- 
land in the year 1505, when his followers: were called Mennonites. 
The particulars reſpecting the riſe and progreſs of this Sect, you 
will find at large in Moſheim's and Brown's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories 

of the ſixteenth Century. | 
I. Then the oppoſition began only about 270 years ſince? 

V. No longer; until that time the privileges which Children 

enjoyed of being initiated into God's viſible Church by baptiſm 
was held facred : and no doubt when the happy period arrives that 
the Glory of the Lord ſhall cover the Earth as the Water doth the 
Sea, then, all error ſhall be baniſhed from thence, and our Bapti/# 
friends will embrace ſuch in their Arms which our divine Maſter 
embraced in his, and open their Church to thoſe, to whom Jeſus 
unfolds the Gates of Heaven. | | 

J. Permit me to aſk you one queſtion. more, and then I have 
done upon this part of the ſubject : Are Children capable of being 
1 w. of Chriſt, Members of the Covenant of Grace, Subjects 
of Regeneration, and Heirs of eternal Glory ? | 

V. Moſt undoubtedly they are, and of courſe capable of receiv- 
ing the outward and viſible ſign of Baptiſm. I 

I. I thank you for the pains you have taken to ſet me right in 
this matter. | hoe my mind will continue in the fame peaceable 
frame I now find it to be, reſpecting the SUBJECTs of Baptiſm, 
and were it not intruding upon your patience, I ſhould beg leave 
to hear your opinion reſpecting the Mop, by which this ordinance 
ought to be adminiſtered, agreeably to God's word. My Baptiſt 
friend ſays, that plunging or dipping is the ONLY ſcriptural mode of 
Baptizing. | 

2 Your Baptiſt friend ſeems to have been very far from the 
truth reſpecting the Suljecis of Baptiſm, and 1 uſt we ſhall find 
him equally diſtant concerning the Mode, for by his aſſerting that 
Dipping or Plunging is the on ſcriptural way of baptizing, he lays 
himſelf under the neceſſity not only of proving that plunging is the 
right Mode, but that Baptiſm has ever been performed by that 
Mode, and that there is u other; that ſprinkling or pouring is not 


It 


1 

It appears to have been our blefled Lord's will that Water ſhould 
be uſed in Baptiſm, as Bread and Wine in his laſt Supper; but 
we don't find that he has fixed the quantity to be uſed in the ad- 
miniſtration of either. He never encouraged an intemperate zeal 
for modes and forms, but on the contrary condemns it, and re- 
buked his diſciples for it, ſo that even ſuppoſing dipping or plunging 
had been the Mode inſtituted (which I by no means admit), yet, 
as a mere mode we are not to be confined to it, any more than to 
the particular poſture of receiving the Lord's Supper, For fays 
he upon another occaſion, © The Sabbath was made for Man, and 
not Man for the Sabbath.” We read of diverſe waſhings, or 
Baptiſms, Heb. ix. 10. And all who are acquainted with the 
Original, know that the words mean diverſe ſorts of Baptiſms. 
The only place where the word is uſed again in the new Teſta- 
ment is in Rom. xii.” 6. where we are to underſtand differing kinds 
of Gifts, as the words following plainly ſhew. Therefore by the 

phraſe diverſe N aſbings, or Baptiſms, we are to underſtand different 


modes of applying Water for purification under the Jewiſh Law, 


and no doubt has a particular reference to the Jewiſh Sprinklings. 
J. Pray, Sir, what does the original word for Baptizing ſignify ? 
J. Bapto is the original word, from which Baptizo is a deriva- 
tive, and conſequently a diminutive, as derivations ending in zo 
frequently are. Bapto means to waſh, Baptizo to waſh a Pele. 
I. Is the Original word Bapto never uſed but to expreſs Dip- 


ing ? | 
4 2 Ves, it is uſed in one place where there is not the leaſt ſha- 
dow of dipping. It is ſaid in Daniel v. 21. ſpeaking of Nebu- 
chadnezzer, He was et, waſhed, or bapt:zed (as the word 
means), with the dew of Heaven.“ I ſhall leave you to judge 
how a perſon is baptized with rain or dew deſcending upon him, 
whether he is ſprinkled or plunged. It is ſaid of the Ifraelites 1 Cor. 
x. 2. © They were all baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud and in the 
Sea,” or (as the word means) © at or by the Sea.“ Here the word 
* Baptizo is uſed not for dipping but for fome other mode of Waſh- 
ing. Let us attend to what an infallible Writer ſays upon this ſub- 
jet Exodus xiv. 22. «© And the Children of Ifrael went into the 
« midft of the Sea upon the dry Ground, and the Waters were 
« a Wall unto them on the right hand and on the left.” I ſhall 
here again leave you to determine whether perſons can be plunged 
into water, and at the fame time be on dry Ground, as the 
Iſraelites were. 


J. How do you conceive they were baptized ? 
J. Ey 
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1 
JV. By the ſprinkling of the ſprays of water produced by the 
ſtrong Eaſt wind, by which the Lord divided the ſea, and kept it 
as walls on each fide of them. The word Baptizo is again uſed 
in Mark vii. 4. 5. where likewiſe there is not the leaſt appearance 
of diphing, And when they come from Market (ſpeaking of the 


Jews), except they waſh, or baptize (as the word ſigniſies), they 
« eat not,” and many other things they have received to hold, as 


the waſhing or baptizing of Cups, Pot Brazen Veſſels, and Tables, 
or BEDs (as the word alſo means). You cannot believe that the 
Jews plunged their whole Bodies into water before every meal, or 
dipped their Pots, Brazen Veſſels, Tables, or Beds, &c. at all. 
The Jewiſh waſhings for purification are very w Il known. Lev. 
viii. 11, * Moſes ſprinkled of the anointing oil upon the altar ſeven 


times,“ &c. v. xiv. 7. And he (meaning the-Prieſt) ſhall 


1 ſprinkle upon him that is to be cleanſed ſeven times.” Numbers 


- Xix. 18, © A clean perſon ſhall take 1 and Je. Water and 


« ſprinkle it upon an unclean perſon,” &. The Molten Sea was 


made for the Prieſts to waſh in, 2 Chron. iv. 6. and how this was 


done is explained Exodus xxx. 19. For Aaron and his Sons 
« ſhall =S their hands and fect thereat, &c. and thus no doubt 

the Phariſees waſhed themſelves before their meals, in the time of 
Chriſt. Hence they came to him ſaying, © Why do thy diſciples 
« tranſgre(s the tradition of the Elders, for they waſh not their 


$ « hands when they eat.” And the manner in which this was done 
we find explained 2 Kings iii. 11.“ Here is Eliſha the fon of 


„ Shaphat which poured Water on the hands of Elijah.“ | 
I. Admitting that the original word does ſignify Pouring or 
ſprinkling as you ſay, yet did not John baptize by Dipping or 
plunging f + a | | 

V. I believe not. We do not find that John is any where called 
the Dipper, nor the ordinance Dipping, or that he ever baptized in 
that way, his words are, Matt. iii. 11. „I indeed baptize you 
« with Water, unto repentance ; but he that cometh after me is 
« mightier than I, whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy. to bear, he ſhall 
e baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fre.” Now if in 
the fut clauſe we are to read Dip or Plunge, we ſhould read the 
ſame in the latter, and then ſee what we ſhall make of it, « I dip 
« you in water, but he ſhall dip you in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 


© fre.” But J aſk, were the diſciples dipped in the Holy Ghoſt; 


or was not the Holy Ghoſt poured out upon them? And were 
they dipped in fire, or did not fire (in appearance) deſcend upon 
their heads? Now ſubſtitute ſprinkle inſtead of Dip, and it will 
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run quite ſmooth, and agreeable to truth. I fprinkle you with 
* Water, but he ſhall fprinkle you with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
«with Fire,” 
I. But, is it not faid that John was baptizing in Jordan, and 
does not that imply plunging | 
J. Not in the leaſt, even allowing that he did baptize in the 
River. But there is no reaſon to believe that he did baptize ſtand- 
ing in the River, nor does the word in the Original mean any ſuch 
thing, for the ſame word is more than an Hundred times in the 
New Teſtament rendered at, and an Hundred and fifty times wth, 
and in 1 John v. 6. it is rendered by, ſo that it might with equal 
propriety have been rendered “ John baptized Ly, at, or with the 
E. Water of Jordan.“ | es Abad, © | 
I. Is it not faid in another place, That “ John was baptizing in 
Enon becauſe there was much water there.” I remember my 
Baptiſt friend laid great ſtreſs upon the term much water in that- | 


＋ 1 apprehend your friend did not tell you whether Enon was 


2 City, Place, or River, but gathered plunging from much water 


deing there. He ſhould have told you that the Phrafe means many 
waters, this, thoſe of his ſentiments who are acquainted with the 
Original will allow. Now a place where there were many ſmall 
Streams or Rivulets, was abſolutely neceſſary for John to fix upon, 
on the account of the numbers that flocked to him, for we read 


that © All Judea and the Inhabitants of all the region round about 


Jordan came to John to be baptized.” This being the caſe, 
end many of them coming from far, it was convenient and need- 


ful to fix upon a where they might have Water for their 


Cattle, as well as their own uſe, and this they could not have in 
the Wilderneſs, therefore prudence dictated to John the neceſſity 
of ſuch a Situation, But there is no reaſon to infer from hence 


that John plunged any, much leſs all that were baptized of him 


there. You can't ſuppoſe that all who came to John; or one of 
the three thouſand that were baptized by Peter and other Apoſtles 
had provided a change of Apparel for ſuch an event, for I apprehend 
none of the latter knew when they left their habitations of the 
happy circumſtance that took place by Peter's preaching, and 
therefore could not have made proviſion for it. And it certainly 
would have been very unſafe to have ſuffered them to go home in 
their tert cloaths and as no doubt they, were of both Sexes, 


| modeſty forbids they ſhould be baptized naked. From theſe and 


other -cogerit reaſons that might be advanced, there is much _ | 
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cauſe to believe that both John and the Apoſtles baptized by pour- 
ing or Sprinkling, which might be performed without any of the 
inconveniences before-mentioned which would have attended 


J. It may be ſo, Sir, but what do you think of the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt ? Is it not ſaid that he went up ſtraitway out of the watery 
which certainly implies that he was in it? | 

V. True, if you can prove that he came aut of the water, I 
will readily admit that he was in it. But even ſuppoſing that you 
could do that, it does not prove that he was plunged in it. But 
the Apoſtle does not ſay in the Original, that he came out of, for 
the ſame Greek word here rendered ozt of, is in many places ren- 
dered from ; and might in this place. I ſhall cite a few paſſages 


where the word is uſed. Matt. iii. 7. © O generation of Vipers 


who” hath warned you to fee from the wrath to come.” Again, 
Chap. xi. 25. At that time Jeſus anſwered and faid, I thank 
e thee O Father Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt 
4 hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
them unto Babes, &c. Again, Matt. viii. 2. © And be- 
e hold there was a great Earthquake, for the Angel of the Lord 
« deſcended from Heaven, and came and rolled back the Stone 
« from the Door and fat upon it.” Now unleſs; we believe that 
the ſtone was in the Door (which none ſurely can do), we have 
no reaſon to believe that Chriſt was in the Water. The paſlage 
might as properly be rendered thus, © And- Jeſus when he was 
« baptized came ſtraitrway from the Water,” And as moſt Rivers 


run in Vallies, it is common to ſay of a perſon that aſcends from 
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them, He came up ſtraitway from the Water. | 
J. Once more, Sir, Was not the Eunuch plunged by Philip? 
It is faid they both went into and came oH the Water 


Fi. There is no cauſe to believe that they were either of them 


plunged, fuppoimg it could be proved that they went mts, and 
came out of the Water, though the paflage does not ſay any fuch 
thing, for the original words are allowed by Baptiſts, as well as 
others, to admit of different conſtructions, and among others to 
and from. We fhall mention a few places where the ſame words 
are uſed. Matt. xv. 24. I am not ſent but nta the loſt Sheep 
of the Houſe of Iſrael.” Again, Adts viii. 14. And ſo 


« we went toward Rome,” Again, Matt. xvii. 27. « Leſt we 


« ſhould offend them go thou th the Sea and caft an hook and take 
« up the Fiſh.” We don't ſuppoſe that Peter went 9 the fea 
to caſt his hook, but to or to the ſea and ſtood by the fide of it. 


Again, 


« Man from his bir 
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tion of the Saviour's burial and reſurrefion, as they generally eat 
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Again, 1 Cor. x. 2. They were baptized unte Moſes,” &c. 
here tranſlated out FE ſignify from. See John ix. 1, © A blind 

. Rev. iii. 10. „I will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation.” As the Original will admit of different 
conſtructions,” agreeable to the analogy of faith and among many, 


to and from, there is no juſt foundation to infer Dipping or Plung- 
ing from this Phraſe. In OST 1 | 


I. Once more, and 1 have done. Is it not ſaid, Rom. vi. 4. 
and Col. ii. 1k. 12. That we are buried with Chriſt by baptiſm 


« into death, &c.” Is not this a proof of Plunging ? | 

V. They who from theſe Paſſages ſuppoſe, that Baptiſm is a ſign 
of the Burial and Reſurrection of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, quite 
miſtake the Apoſtle; for if you obſerve his words, he does not 
ſpeak” of the Burial and Reſurrection of Chriſt fimply conſidered, 


but he ſpeaks of our being buried, and having riſen with him: by 


which he evidently means, our being.dead unto Sin, and alive unto . 
God, by virtue of the Saviour's Death and Reſurrection ; having 


the old Man crucified, and the body of Sin deſtroyed, that we 
ſhould not live any longer therein ; but that as Chriſt was raiſed 
from the Dead by the Glory of the Father, fo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newnefs of life. Now ſince it is not Chriſt's burial and reſur- 
rection, that is ſignified by baptiſm, but our communion with him, 
and enjoying the benefit of his death and reſurrection, in the death 
of fin and a life of righteouſneſs and true holineſs ; the argument 
from hence in fayour of plunging, which our Baptiſt friends make 
ſo great a boaſt of, appears to be founded upon a miſtake, They 
run away with the Idea, that baptiſm ought to be performed by 
Immerſion, becauſe it is a ſign of our Lord's burial and reſurrection ; 
whereas if they would pay proper attention to the paſſage, they 
would ſoon be convinced that the Apoſtle is ſpeaking not of this, 
but of the death of Sin, and the life of Grace in believers, 2nd 
therefore their mighty argument for plunging falls to the ground. 


Beſides, if baptiſm be a memorial of the Saviour's burial and re- 
ſurrection, as the Lord's ſupper is of his. death, one would think 


we ſhould firſt partake of the Lord's ſupper before our baptiſm, 
becauſe the death of Chriſt certainly preceded his brrial and reſur- 
raction. And is it not very ſtrange, that the one ſhould be fre- 
_ celebrated, the other only once in our lifetime? Aſk your 

ptiſt friend what is the cauſe of this difference, and why Chriſo 
tians ſhould not be buried in water once a Month in commemora- 


and 


This laſt Phraſe has a peculiar reference to Baptiſm. The words 
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and drink at the Lord's Table once a Month to commemorate his 
Death. But if they will inſiſt upon it, that Plunging may be here 
fairly inferred by arguing from the Thing ſignified to the Sign, 


have we not an equal right to purſue the ſame conduct ? Certainly 
we have; and upon this plan, I am perſuaded the deciſion would 
be in our favour. Let us ſee what Baptiſm is emblematical of — 


Finſt, Baptiſm is emblematical of Zr/?:fication by the blood of Chri/t$ 
and therefore we have good ground to conclude, that it ought to 
be adminiſtered by Sprinkhng. 


We never read of believers being 
dipped in the blood of Chriſt, though we do of their being ſprinkled 
with it, Heb. ix. 13. 14. © For if the blood of Bulls and of 
« Goats, and the Aſhes of an Heifer fprin#ling the unclean ſancti- 
ce fieth to the purifying of the fleſh : how much more ſhall the 
« blood of Chriſt, who through the eternal Spirit offered himſelf 
« without ſpot to God, purge your conſcience from dead works to 
« ſerve the living God.” Again, Heb. xii. 24. And to Jeſus 
the Mediator of the new Covenant, and to the blood of Sprink- 
« ling that ſpeaketh better things than the blood of Abel.” Again, 
1 Peter i. 2. * Ele& according to the foreknowledge of God the 
« Father, through ſanctification of the Spirit unto obedience, and 
« ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt.” "Theſe paſlages of 
Scripture have a peculiar alluſion to ſprmikiings under the Law 
which were uſed for cleanſing perſons and things from certain pol- 
lutions ; and were typical of the blood of Chriſt, which by the 
eternal Spirit is printed upon the Hearts and Conſciences of all 
thoſe who are Juſtifed in the ſight of God. In the baptiſms or 
the Old "Teſtament we no where read of one perſon being commandea 
to dip another. When one perſon vas the Agent, and another the 
Patient, it was always done by ſprinkling or Pouring. 

Again, Second), Baptiſm is alſo an emblem of Regeneration and 
Santtification. This appears from the ſcripture expreſſion or 
« Being baptized into the death · of Chriſt.” © ng buried with 
© him by baptiſm into death, and being therein riſen with him by 
e the operation of the Spirit of God.” As alſo from John iii. 5. 
« Except a Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
« enter the Kingdom of God.” And Titus iii. 5. Not by 
&« works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according to 
« his mercy he ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration and re- 
« newing of the Holy Ghoſt,” which doubtleſs refers to the bap- 
tiſmal waſhings as the gn. Sprintling was enjoined by God 
under the Law, as the appointed means of purification, ſee Lev. 
xiv. 7. alſo Ezl. Avi. 25. J will Hrintie clean water upon 
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« you and you ſhall be clean from all your filthineſs, and from all 
« your Idols will I cleanſe you.” Again, Ifaiah lii. 15. „80 
c“ ſhall he (meaning Chriſt) ſprintie many Nations.” This pro- 
miſe had its accompliſhment when our Lord delivered the com- 
miſſion to his diſciples to baptize all Nations. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
The water therein pointing to his precious blood. which had been 
HKtely ſhed, agreeable to what the Apoſtle ſays, Heb. x.-22. Let 
« us draw near with a true Heart in full aſſurance of faith, having 
“ our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our bodies 
« waſhed with pure water.” Again, Iſaiah xliv. 3. © For I will 
« pour water upon him that is thirſty, and floods upon the dry 
« ground, I will pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing 
« upon thine offspring.” Agreeable to the ancient promiſe made 
with Abraham, Gen. xvii. 7. To be a God to thee and to thy 
« {ced after thee in an everlaſting Covenant.” We are told in Acts 
x. 45. That on the Gentiles was poured out the gift of the 
« Holy Ghoſt.” The defcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
Apoſtles is another proof of pouring a em; being the proper 
mode of baptizing. Matt. iii. 11. ©} indeed baptize you with 
« water unto repentance, but he that cometh after me, &c. 
“ ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with fire.” This 
was fulfilled in Acts ii. 3. There appeared unto them cloven 
„ 'Fongues like as fire, and it /at upon each of them, and they 
«- were all filled with the Holy Ghoit.” If thoſe perſons were 


| baptized upon whoſe heads only the fire reſted, thoſe certainly are 


baptized upon whoſe heads water is fprin#led or poured ; the quan- 
tity of water is no more eſſential to the right performance of this 
ordinance, than the quantity of bread and wine is to that of the 
Lord's ſupper; one drop of water is of the ſame eſſence, and 
equally efficacious in this ordinance, as the Ocean. If we refer 
to the converſation that paſſed between our Lord and Peter, rela- 
tive to the waſhing of his feet, we ſhall find the latter remark 
verified. Chriſt deſires to waſh Peter's feet only, but he wiſhes to 
have his head and hands waſhed alſo, but what does our Lord fay ? 
« He that is waſhed needeth not fave only to waſh his feet, but is 
4 clean every whit,” &c. John xiii. 4. 10. which evidently im- 
plies that it is neither the quantity of water, nor the part to which 


it is applied, that is in any reſpe& material, for it is the Thing 


thereby ſignified that cleanſes, even the blood of Chriſt. Thus by 
confideving the things which baptiſm is — of, it plainl 
intling or Pouring is m i 
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HFlaving thus briefly and Scripturally combatted your arguments, 


and anſwered your objections, I leave you to determine who are 
the proper ſubjects of Baptiſm, and which is the moſt Scriptural 
Mode of adminiſtering it; and if from what I have advanced 
Jour mind is delivered romſthe difficulties it before laboured under, 

ſhall think myſelf well repaid for the pains I have taken to ac- 
complith it, and you will have cauſe to conſider this an happy 
interview, 

J. Honored Sir, the pains you have taken demand my grati- 

tude, and the bleſſing I have received infuſes joy into my breaſt, 
and I hope from the information this interview has afforded me, 
to be ufeful to my fellow Chriſtians, who may be under ſimilar 
circumſtances. am pleaſed with reflecting, that I can now 
dedicate my Infant offspring to a covenant God, in the ordinance 
of baptiſm ; and that agreeable to his own inſtitution. I find my 
heart grateful to him for the beſtowment of ſo great a privilege, 
and conſider myſelf bound by the tendereſt ties of Paternal affec- 
tion, to bring my dear Children up in the fear and admonition of 
the Lord; and ſhall be careful, through his Grace, to be found 
in the practice of thoſe means, which axe calculated through a 
divine bleſſing to bring them to the experimental knowledge of 
thoſe things, which this ordinance is but the ſign or ſeal of, 
V. Having been inſtrumental in freeing you from the diſtreſs 
you labored under, when we met this morning, let me recom- 
mend you to give the Glory to God where alone it is due, for 
without his bleſſing, Paul may 7 and Apollos water in vain. 
And though you now think difterently from, your Baptiſt friend 
reſpecting the ordinance of Baptiſm, yet do not diſeſteem him, 
nor conſider him as an enemy, but on the contrary, as a Brother 
in Chriſt, | For though you differ in one non-eſſential doctrine, 
yet you agree in the grand foundation—truth, that “ Salvation 
« belongeth to the Lord.” Live and love as Children of the 
ſame Father, Members of the ſame Body, Partakers of the ſame 
Grace, and Heirs of the ſame Glory. Avoid needleſs contro- 
verſy, and ſhew by your conduct that you are willing to aſſiſt in 
promoting the cauſe of your common Lord. Be bold for the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and let who will contend for Modes and 
forms do you earneſtly contend for the faith once delivered to the 
Saints; and whatever you may want as to the things of time, be 
careful to ſecure the bleſſings of Eternity; that when your ſervice 
is finiſhed below, it may be» ſaid unto you, © Enter thou into the 
Joy of thy Lord.“ 
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of their baptizing by 


| But, if after all 


you r wiſhes and attempts- to avoid controverſy 
with your Baptiſt friends, they ſhould ſtill perſiſt to uſe their en- 
deavors to perſuade u to fubmit to their Mode of Baptiſm, I 


— would recommend to aſk them aifew plain and ſimple Queſ- 


rit, ſuch as the following; and i erhaps if 


affording you. ſuch demonſtrative proof 4&%F 
then either ceaſe to controvert the ſubject 
confeſs ' themſelves miſtaken in the ſentim 


uire, they will 
7 more with you, or 
they had»zmbibed ; 
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